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Preface 


So far, jazz fake books have offered musical contents expressed in melodies and 
chord changes; none of them show neither harmonic analysis nor chord scales. 
This series of books is a collection of 1000+ well-known jazz standards. No 
melodies are included, as the purpose of this project is to provide something that 
has been overlooked until now: analysis and interpretation of the chord 
progressions. 

This book was designed using Mapping Tonal Harmony Pro by mDecks 
Music, LLC. Mapping Tonal Harmony Pro is an app that visually represents tonal 
harmony in an interactive map. 

Each harmonic function occupies a specific spot in the map, relative to other 
harmonic functions. Mapping Tonal Harmony Pro includes arrows showing 
expected paths of resolution between the harmonic functions and many features 
that have proved to be an invaluable tool for the study of jazz and traditional 
harmony. 

The scale glossary was made using another outstanding app by mDecks Music: 
Tessitura Pro , which is a complete audio-visual encyclopedia of scales based on 
the circle of fifths. 

The Jazz Standard Progressions Book focuses on tonal jazz standards. Modal 
tunes have been purposely excluded and will be addressed in future publications. 
Each song is represented as a harmonic progression with full harmonic analysis, 
symbols known as arrows and brackets and chord scales thoughtfully selected. 
Parallel to this series, we prepared a re-harmonized version of each song using 
most often-used jazz re-harmonization techniques. 
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Symbolism in this book 


Most of the symbols are based on the classical and/or jazz standard notation. 
Harmonic analysis has evolved and is constantly evolving, and there are many 
schools of thought in Jazz. There is a subset of symbols shared by all jazz 
players but also a wide variety of ways to notate certain attributes in the music; 
from chord symbols to chord-scale names to functional analysis. 

We have used a combination of jazz and classical notation in order to use most 
of the subset of shared symbols among jazz musicians. 

This book uses a four-layered analysis format as follows: 

1. Arrows & Brackets Analysis 

2. Chord Symbols 

3. Chord-Scales 

4. Functional Analysis 
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Arrows & Brackets Analysis 



1. A solid bracket indicates a II - V progression. 

2. A solid arrow indicates a movement of a perfect fifth down on the bass from a 
dominant chord. 

3. The only non-standard symbol we have added is the very common movement 
we called “to-minor” which is the movement from a major major or dominant 
chord into a chord with the same root but minor 7 or minor 7b5, which is 
represented by this headless straight arrow. 

4. A dotted bracket indicates a II - SubV or a Subll to V progression. 

5. A dotted arrow indicates a movement of a half step down on the bass from a 
dominant chord (such as subV to I). 
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Roman numerals 


Roman numerals refer to the degree of the scale. An uppercased Roman 
numeral indicates a Major triad and a lowercased a minor triad. 

Secondary functions are shown using a forward slash (/) symbol which means 
“of (i.e. V7/V is the V7 of V). 



In classical music the Ab major in C minor is the major triad on the minor 6th 
degree, notated as a VI without the flat (since the flat is implied because the 
regular sixth chord is a minor triad and only used on a major key) but, in this 
book you will see it as a bVI since, although redundant, it better represents the 
interval above the tonic and it’s become a more often-used way of representing 
the function. Same for the bVII, or the bll. Major sevenths chords are shown 
using a triangle. The only non-standard symbol used in the map is the subii7 
which merely represents the related 2 of a subV7. 
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Inversions 
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Inversions are represented functionally based on the classical notation. 

6 or 65 (7th chords) meaning first inversion, 64 or 43 (7th chords) second and 42 
(7th chords) third inversion. Pedal points are represented by the initials p.p. 
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The key also uses the standard notation with the colon (1. F:). 

Uppercased letters for major and lowercased for minor. 

Pivot-Chord Modulations (common chord or common root) also use the classical 
notation with the bracket indicating the function’s roman numeral on the previous 
key on the top and the new functional interpretation in the new key on the bottom 
(2. Am is the iii7 in F and it becomes the ii7 in the new key of G). 
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Scales 

The scales that appear in this book are the most-often used scales in Jazz 
Standards. 

Although every function has a default chord-scale, there are many cases in which 
the default chord-scale is not the “best” chord-scale we could assign to that 
function at a certain moment. We have carefully assigned alternative chord- 
scales (replacing the default ones) when necessary. 

Not all scales in this book are 7-notes scales, (i.e. Blues, Hexatonics, etc.) 

Scale names are simplified to optimize note spacing. Sometimes they are 
abbreviated. 
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SOPHISTICATED LADY 
SPEAK NO EVIL 
STANDING ON THE CORNER 
THE STAR-CROSSED LOVERS 
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TAKE THE A TRAIN 

THANKS FOR THE MEMORY 

THERE IS NO GREATER LOVE 
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THEY DIDN'T BELIEVE ME 

THOU SWELL 

TIME REMEMBERED 
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TOUR DE FORCE 
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